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Turner Contemporary - Gallery & Installation Technician 

Job Title: Gallery & Installation Technician
Contract Type: Permanent
Salary: £33,357.00 pro-rata (£26,685.60)  
Hours: 0.8FTE, 4 days per week. 
Responsible to: Gallery Manager
Place of Work: Turner Contemporary, Rendezvous, Margate, CT9 1HG. 
Application Deadline: TBC 

About the Gallery Team:

The Gallery Team is responsible for the smooth running of the Turner Contemporary site and programme. They work to ensure excellent standards across our world-class exhibitions and the smooth running of our building and its facilities. 

The team consists of three permanent roles: Gallery Manager, Gallery & Installation Technician, and Building Maintenance Coordinator. The team works in close collaboration with our Exhibitions and Learning teams. This vacancy is a new position within the team, and presents an exciting opportunity to contribute to our world-class programme. 

Purpose of the role: 

The Gallery & Installation Technician will provide technical and installation expertise across the Turner Contemporary programme including exhibitions, commissions, performance and events. 

The postholder will work with the Gallery Manager, to offer skilled best practise art handling across all areas of installation including art handling, installation, packing, transport and ensuring safe display and storage of loaned artworks at Turner Contemporary. This role will support the daily operations of the Turner Contemporary, including the physical upkeep and maintenance of the building, ensuring the gallery’s spaces and facilities are kept to a high standard. 

The role will also work with the Exhibitions Manager, undertake research to identify materials, fabricators and suppliers to realise the programme and commissioned art works. 


Key tasks and responsibilities:

Exhibition and Programme Related 

· With the Gallery Manager, lead on the day-to-day installation of artworks in the Turner Contemporary programme. 
· Supervise teams of art handling technicians while on site as part of the delivery of the programme. With the Gallery Manager, advise on planning the workload of a team of technicians including of overseeing the work of freelance pool of art handling technicians while at Turner Contemporary.
· Liaise and work closely with the Gallery Manager, Exhibition Manager and Curators to assist in devising installation and feed into exhibition schedules. 
· Working closely with the Exhibition Manager identify materials, fabricators and suppliers to meet artists requirements to realise commissions of new art works.  
· Correspond with artists, artist studios and lenders to secure detailed requirements for loaned art works display within an exhibition context, as required and in close consultation with the Exhibition Manager and lead Curator. 
· To provide art installation expertise from planning to completion. To proactively find technical solutions to installation and fabrication challenges. Advise on risks and achievable schedules.
· In consultation with the Gallery Manager organise, framing, construction, and AV requirements, commissioning and supervising external contractors as required.
· To liaise and work directly with external partners and couriers accompanying loaned artwork to Turner Contemporary, act as an ambassador for Turner Contemporary. 
· Where necessary undertake condition reporting for loaned art works.
· In close conversation with the Gallery Manager and Exhibition Manager ensure installations are on schedule and to plan.
· Work with the Exhibition Manager to ensure credit card receipts and other project-related expenses are accurately recorded and submitted in a timely manner, supporting effective budget management and reconciliation.
· Lead on the care, day to day maintenance and storage of art handling equipment, consumables, display furniture and materials.
· To assist the Gallery Manager with the production of risk assessments and method statements for installations to ensure safe working practices are followed.


Building Maintenance and Estates: 

· Manage and maintain the gallery environment to ensure the working space is safe, clean and offers the suitable conditions for the handling artworks.
· Carry out basic building repairs and maintenance where appropriate to ensure the building is always operating to the highest standards.
· To collaborate and communicate successfully with all relevant teams and departments both across Turner Contemporary to carry out appropriate building repairs and installation to support the gallery’s public programme.
· With the Gallery Manager, advise on specifications for equipment and materials, research and suggest new and more sustainable approaches. 
· As required, undertake decorative tasks across the gallery spaces to ensure the gallery spaces remain fit for purpose. 
· To undertake small scale fabrication and adjustment of object mounts, plinths, and other display furniture. Ensure all display furniture is cared for and stored appropriately to enable its future use. 
· Assist with maintenance of hardstanding/landscaped areas and exterior of the building. 
· Undertake specialist equipment training and operate relevant height access equipment and cleaning equipment, including but not limited to, scissor lift, jet washers, floor polishers and window cleaning systems. 

General

· Adhere to the organisation's Code of Conduct and policies
· Undertake other duties as required commensurate with the level and nature of the role
· Demonstrate flexibility regarding availability outside normal working hours for events
· Work within the context of the organisation's Equality and Diversity policies
· Support internal and external communications as needed
·  Act as an advocate for the gallery with stakeholders


Person specification

· A high level of expertise in the handling, installation and care of a variety of complex artworks.
· Significant understanding of the issues involved in the display of works of art in a public gallery.
· Proven ability to work on several projects at the same time with meticulous attention to detail. 
· Well-developed interpersonal skills including the ability to work effectively as part of a team and to work collaboratively with colleagues.
· A pragmatic approach to problem solving.
· The ability to lead and motivate a team.
· Excellent diplomatic and communication skills to be able to advise a variety of stakeholders on technical issues.  
· The ability to work confidently and accurately under pressure, on a wide range of tasks, often on own initiative.
· Demonstrate a flexible and adaptable approach to working.
· An awareness of and commitment to principles of diversity and inclusion, and how to apply them to your work. 
· Ability and willingness to work outside of core hours to realise projects.
· An interest in and commitment to, the work of Turner Contemporary. 
· Holds fabrication skills, including basic carpentry.
· Previous experience of working with access equipment including scissor lifts and lifting equipment.
· An understanding of AV / TIBM installations and equipment.
· An awareness of conservation methods. 
· A commitment to making exhibition production as environmentally sustainable as possible and minimise waste.
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